
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Foreword 
 
As the new summer season approaches we  need to enhance awareness of all operational possibilities 
and the associated risk. This newsletter will not only contain our own analysis, but also the areas of 
special awareness as identified by the BGA Safety Committee. 
 

Accidents and incidents since last Newsletter November 30th, 2022: 
 
We had 10 reports on Flysafe, the “Ground Handling” report included more than one incident of the 
same nature connected to launching. Taking that into account the total number of reports is 12 and 
bringing the category “Launch” to the top over the category “Landing”.  
 

 
 
Basic analysis and conclusions: 
 
All of the launch incidents were connected to the handling of cables. Together with the rather high 
number of wing drops during the last summer season all seems to be connected to the wing running.  
 
First Point to note: Wing runner (but not exclusively) situational awareness 

- The winch cables should only be moved when the amber light on the winch is not flashing!  
- The parachute of cable to be used next should be laid out in front of the glider, not only the strop 

to ensure a safe distance from any remaining cable! 
- Wing runners need to be trained and supervised when still inexperienced! 
- Emphasize the importance of keeping the wings level. 
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Interestingly, the BGA Safety Committee sent an email and a newsletter to CFI´s and SO´s 
notice in December highlighting exactly the same topics. The mail and an excerpt from the 
newsletter here: 
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Second point to note: 
 
As already explained at the information meeting we now have a risk register, of which the “flying” part is 
complete. The document is a “living” document under the supervision of the CFI-team. The current 
version will be published internally within the next few days. Please give any comments, or topics that 
you think need to be included, to the CFI-team. 
 
Penultimate point to note: 
 
Originating from our risk register and taking into account the FlySafe incident list, the board, in 
cooperation with CFI-team and SO, has decided to address particularly striking topics by launching the 
“Topic of the month” initiative as announced at the info meeting. 
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This will be included in the daily morning briefing to raise the general awareness. Starting with March 
the first  

“Topic of the month” 
 
will be “wing running”. The bullet points for the daily morning briefing will be on an additional slide. 
This slide will also be printed and a copy distributed to the briefing room, clubhouse and launch point. 
 

Wing Runner 

• Only move a cable when the winch is not active (flashing light) 

• Make sure the cable used is aligned in front of the glider 

• Ensure “All clear above and behind” (also: south field or north diagonal approaches!) 

• Hold the wings level 

• Try not to exert any up or down pressure on the wing tip. When in doubt about balance, 

stop launch! 

• Keep the glider straight, i.e. aligned with the cable run by steering at the wing tip 

• Run with the wing as long as possible without holding it back and thereby misaligning 

the glider 

 
Pilots 

 

• Take care that your glider is aligned, i.e. pointing directly at the winch  

• Make sure that your glider is not longitudinal imbalanced, e.g. by water ballast 

• Ask the wing runner to use the wing of your preference 

• In case of a wing drop release the cable before the wing touches the ground! 

 
 
Last point to note: 
 
The FlySafe reports in the category “Landing” (see beginning of this SN) are all connected to spot 
landing ability. So we kindly ask all instructors to have an eye on spot landings, when in serious doubt 
please take over early enough! Both South field and North field diagonal need the pilots to be able to 
spot land. On top of that it´s a jolly good ability for field landings! 
 
Have a good start into the main flying season, be aware of the whole operations environment and stay 
safe! 
 
Cheers, 
Reiner 
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