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This is the first in a series of articles 

from and about our members. Why 
not tell your story? All contributions 
as always very welcome. 

 

I feel the tug momentarily surge as 
the glider behind departs and check 

my mirror; scanning my full field of 
view; keeping a sharp lookout to 

determine glider and tug flight 
paths and searching for any con-
flicting traffic as I descend over 

Loch Leven.  

It's over 12 years since I started 
gliding at Stratford upon Avon Glid-

ing club while working in Warwick-
shire in the jet charter industry. It 
was there that I went solo in a K13 

progressing to, what felt like at the 

time, the clubs “hot ship” K21! 

It's been some journey since then 
and I have loved every minute of it! 

Let me introduce myself: I'm Jamie 

Dickson, the Tug Group Team Leader 
at Portmoak, which I have being do-
ing now for around 6 years assisted 

by many close friends and col-
leagues at the club. 

I have been asked to share a little of 
my personal aviation journey and, 
although at first a little reluctant, I 

was encouraged to show just how 
important a part gliding can play in 
aviation careers. For me, it has 

helped take me all the way to today 
as an easyJet Captain based out of 
Belfast flying the Airbus A320 fami-

ly.  

Skipping back in time, I gained 
my PPL at 18 years old in Florida 

and began building hours for my 
CPL. A year later, I had my first 
flight in a glider and was 

hooked! I quickly progressed to 
gain my silver C and my BI rat-
ing. Gliding really helped to 

sharpen my hand flying and 
judgement skills as well as being 
great fun!  There is never any 

substitute for time in the air, 
whatever you fly, to hone and 

improve your airmanship skills. 

Eventually, I moved back north 
to Scotland where I joined the 

SGU and continued to instruct; 
progressing to the Tug Team 
when we got our first Eurofox, G-
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OSGU. But I wasn’t destined to be back in Scot-

land too long before I secured my first flight crew 
role flying from London Gatwick which led me to 
join Southdown Gliding Club. 

Aviation is certainly an 'up and down job' because 
I was hardly in England two years when I was 

posted back up to Scotland! It was not too long 
after rejoining Portmoak that I took on my current 
role of Tug Group Team Leader or “Tugmaster” as 

its also known and also upgraded to an Assistant 
Instructor. 

Being Tug Group Team Leader entails everything 
from maintenance, developing and monitoring 
pilot availability to meet the club and members' 

needs; training and operational control of the 
tugs while having a watching brief over power 
activity at the club. So not long after taking on the 

role, I obtained a Class Rating Instructor (CRI) rat-
ing allowing me to carry out all the necessary 
training we need to run the aerotow operation at 

Portmoak. 

Glider tugs have a very hard life: how many en-
gines go from idle and cold to full power and hot, 

then back again sometimes 20+ times a day? 
Therefore, it takes a lot of man hours to maintain 
the aircraft and keep the paperwork up to date, 

especially as every 50 hours we have to do a full 
oil change and inspection. 

Maintaining and running aircraft couldn't be done 

without the club's unsung heroes that look after 

them. In particular, we are very fortunate to 

have so many willing members who pitch in to 
help, especially our LAA inspector, Hamish Ea-
gleton. Thanks to Hamish and all involved for 

your hard work and commitment. 

On top of this, we also have the training. Flying 
the tug is very demanding and requires a high 

level of situational awareness, threat and error 
management and a high scan rate to monitor 

the flight path of the tug and the glider in the 
mirror. I like to think we have a very competent 
group of tug pilots backed up by robust training 

and procedures, meaning that whilst demand-
ing, tug flying is extremely rewarding.  

If we have never spoken directly, come up and 

say hello and if you have a PPL and want to chat 
about the possibility of becoming a tug pilot 

then definitely get in touch!  

Gliding has been an enormous benefit to my 
flying career and continues to be part and par-
cel of it. I cannot see that changing in the fu-
ture. 

Jamie Dickson 
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The Sport of the Future 

Here is an article for your reading pleasure. It ap-
peared 56 years ago (September 1967) in 

“Scotland’s Magazine”, a publication from the 
Scottish Tourist Board. 
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The club ha some very nice stocking fillers and 
useful items for this time of the year. There are 

beanie hats, fleeces, 
jumpers and toe warm-
ers amongst many other 
items. You can see them 
in the display case at 
the entrance to the club 
house.  

With the office opening 
hours being reduced 
during the Winter peri-
od, it will be easiest to 
pre-order and with the 
office by email and they 
will contact arrange 
with you for collection. 

The volunteer café has been off to a great start 
and is much appreciated by the members, who 
can again get a sausage or bacon roll for break-
fast and soup or roll for lunch. 

The volunteers are having fun, but there aren’t 
really enough yet. So why not join in and do a 
stint in the café once every 2 - 3 weeks. Unless 
we get more volunteers to help there is a risk 
that this great facility will again  be closed every 
now and then when we can’t get anyone to vol-
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unteer. If we 
have enough 
members vol-
unteering, the 
sessions can 
be shared so 
you only need 
to do morning 
or lunchtime 
and you can 
still get flying. 

Thanks to 
Mark and Eric 
for starting 
this venture. 

Please contact 
Mark directly 
to be signed 
up on the volunteer rota at 
mark@newbigging.org. 

The wintery weather unfortunately cancelled 
the last winter talk before Christmas. A tenta-
tive date for the talk by Karen from the Dundee 
Air Traffic Control is now 13th of January. 
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